
Mm& 5, 1955 
Friday 

Dear syd: 

I have some tim.fbly ixd news. Bob Vrfght was in an xto accident 
"Xonday in which he suffered severe crania-cerebral injury. He is still 
unconscious. 

I ivould havs :Witten you e:zlier, but 3zjzxkxti Zhought that ?eter 
hnlop uould see you as soon. However he has postponed his trip back to 
Australia. &b's parents have been notified, of course. I assum that 
Mari will keep t&es fully inforrrsd. I want to tell you that I will write 
you irznadiato~ there is any dtdsivu change. I hate to have to give you 
such news in such & saspensive state, butx,x ecan axle concerned you 
would hear about it olseiyhere air6 get ~~2 qonizfng1; fre,;me:~txy p:.cture. 

His condition is critical, t&ugh his general physical sta"te, vft4 
sighs, etc. zre romarbblg god. The in_**lry ramcved wxh of the rQht 
parieW. b3ne, and UXE tiqI'.rnl. Thare WLS soJx, not vsrq oxt+3.~3f.va, 
cerebr;li laceration in the right prscentrd.-??& ;ahst have 'bee12 d. 
basal fractiule zs ill (otrrhe;r.), 
Of course, 

but no further signs have developed. 
until h3 regatns con3c!.ou~n3ss, it will be imr,vs~!.b?c to 

cvalustc the totd injux*y. tie is bsginning to hqmn,=1, thxqh very Little. 
The imxnediate dringer of infection, hemorrhage, henratoma seem! past. 
Fortunately, hs has had excellent medical and surgical care. He was pre- 
sented already fairly decompressed (with the open fracture!) but a tempor- 
ary dural suture at ths laceration, and sub-tsmpzral dacoqression was done 
with the dzbride=llent and closing. The surgecn doe3 not expect an,y acute 
crisis; x0 are 2.11 3L3l~ xaiting &the pcss.ibEi.ty of neurological evaluation. 

The acciA- Uu,lt ocsurrad on m icy patch of road about 1& mile3 a-flay from 
Madison. Thcv czr li!ent, out of control and overturned. "Sari and another pas- 
senger were with him, but unscratched. It makes a good case for the use of 
safety belts. They were, as it hanFens, on the way back from a trip to 
Carbondale to visit Lindegren. 

I hardly have to tell you how we feel about it. It may be gratifying that, 
after a nrsrely casual mention of the need, no less than 15 people lined up for 
blood donations to replace the (few pints, don't be alarmed) supply that 
had been used to cover him during the initial shock. 

If you don't hear any more right away, his situation will not have 
materially changed. It is impossible/ to predi&t, of course, 
how soon he will recover consciousness. Mari is taking it pretty 
well though she tries to spend 2.4 hours a day with him. She's a brave 
girl. 

Yours, 

i/ 


